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eee crodiby infirmed, yea, knows 
ig for certain, that the Settlement of . 
5 the Pariſh of Portmoak @vith the R-. 
verend ir. Robert Douglas is talked * _ 
Kc far and near, as if it bad been us 
„ of | the baſeft Settlements. that _ ever 
ua in this Church; and. adduced as © 
| an Evidence, that the Church of Scotland is ftill in the ' 
| [declining Hand, going on avith ber violent Intruſions ; 
3  evhile alſo it is confidently affirmed, | That ſome Miniſters 
and Elders in the Synod of F ife, who formerly bad ap. . 4 
¶ peared pretty warm. for the Peoples Right to ele their _ 
own Paſtors, bave bad a main Hand in this alledged © 
| Intruſion : For <ubich ſome bave ſcrupled to join in Com- 
union epith them, yea, or ſo much as to bear theſs Mi 
niſters; looking on them, and thoſe. Elders, as Men. of 2 
10 Principle, teftifying for one Thing To: day, and for a- / 
| mother To-morrow, Now, for the Vindication. f Truth,” 4 
and of the Charafter ef thoſe concerned, and to remove | 
the: Offence which ſundry have taken at Mr, Douglas his. 3 
Mimiſtry, as if be bad wanted a fair Call zo tbe Workof © I 
the Goſpel in Portmoak ; and that ſuch. of that Parſ s- 
as hit herto baue refuſed to (jet; ns Be hw - x 
ry may be convinced of their Miſtake, in looking upon 
2 vr 25 Intruder; . doubting of the Trutb of the fol= \ _ _ |} 
owing Narrative, I have thought it my Duty to publis 
ebe ſame at. this Funture, leaving it to the impartial . 
World to judge thereof as they ſball ſee Cauſe, And bers 
abe Affair is put upon the Foting of. a Popular Gall, 
by Heads of Families f our Communion re ſiding in the 25 
Bariſp, all ſuch having been allowed to vate and ſubſcribe | 
the Calls at the Hodevation, allowing as much to the # 
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Call which the Church of Scotland would never bave re- 


ball not trouble the Reader, it was forborn at that Time, |} 
Tet now the Publication bereof appeareth ſtill more and 
more neceſſary, not only becauſe ſundry are going on in 


13590 perſwade and confirm ſundry at this Day, that ſurely - 
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3 .þ | 1 + 
18H the ricbeſt Heritor, or to any Elder: And I dare ſay, 
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meaneſt Head of a Family, ibo living upon Charity as 


4 


A. Douglas his Gall to the Pariß of Portmoak, it is a 


\ 


fuſed in any Time fince the Reformation. 


Reaſon appeared for writing and publi 


About the Beginning of Harveſt = % Abundance of 


ing the following 


© Narrative; yet, upon ſundry Conſiderations, with <phich I gf | 


Intrie ſion, and in. ſlandering all that bad any Hand in it 
4. Enemies to the Peoples Right to.ele& their own Paſtors + 


private Companies reproaching that Settlement as a vile 


But alſo becauſe now it is attacked in a more publick Han- 
ner, in the Preface to a lately printed Teſtimony anent the 
Settlement of St. Ninians, in cubich the Settlement of the 
_ © Pariſh of Portmoak is given as a particular Inftance of 
the Church of Chrift her being mocked by the Re- 


— 
o 
* 


pen of the Act 1732, rather than of her being re- 


lieved thereby; when, ſays the Author of that Preface, 
© _ .. notwithſtanding of the Repeal, Heritors as ſuch, and 
' thoſe not of our Communion, refiding and non-reſiding, 
are ſuſtain'd as legal Callers and Voters in the Election 
of a Goſpel Miniſter; witneſs Heft-kirk, Carridden, 
. _  Portmoak, and many other Places that might be men- 
" tioned. Noe, the bare Naming of Portmoak is enough 


bis Settlement bath been à violent Intruſion with a Wit- 
nes: And who can but think thevery Deſign of particu- 


larizing Portmoak there, aas to impreſs the World with 


'- tbe Thoughts bereof, ſeeing the Author ſays, He bad many 


15 5 other Places which might be named, cubich be paſſeth 


773 - 
5 " 7 
e 21 


1 conde ſcende d upon? 


by with this General, whereas Portmoak muſt be expreſly 


And. likeqwiſe, in regard that Part of the Pariß of 


Portmoak, which oppoſed Mr. Douglas bis. Settlement, 
Bade Tately given in a Repreſentation or Memorial to the 


four Bret 


ren, in which they bave repreſented this as an 
. k | FI ; h un- 


N 5 | / a 12 


| las in May 1735. 


| a EH a tot ; IN 
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be thought, that Copies of that late Repreſentation vill + 
be ſpread abroad among People, as Copies f their Reaſons 

of Appeal were ſpread abroad, to impreſs the World with © 
Thoughts of the great Injuſtice they have met with, 
De following Narrative is publiſhed at this Time, that © 
People may ſee how unjuſt it is to- repreſent the late 
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Settlement of the Pariſh of Portmoak as a violent Intra- 


Von, or to repreſent thoſe as Adverſaries to the Peoples 
Right, who concurred therewith, or to repreſent the Per- 
ſon ſettled as an Intruder; intreating the Reader, if 
repoſſeſſed with Thoughts of the Badneſs of this Settle. 
ment of Portmoak, to lay aſide all Prejudice in reading 
this Narrative: a after reading thereof, be thinks ' 
that it will not bear Weight in the Balance of the Sanda- 
. ary, then let him give Sentence againſt it, and againſt 
all that concurr'd therewith. I am, Te 
NEO © 5 er Reader, 
Your, Oc. 


060066495 $506 006000044460: 
A True NARRATIVE of the Set- 
tlement of the Pariſh of Porrtmoak 


* — 


: HEREAS once and again for- 
merly, and now of late, you 
have importuned me to write you 
a true Narrative of the Settle- 
ment of the Pariſh of Portmoak 


Douglas, which hath been ſo 


defiring a particular Account of 


„ 


| what Hand I had in that Settlement, that ſo you max 
EI | 15 5 know 


with the Reverend Mr. Robert 
variouſly repreſented; And allo, © : GT 
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with the Reverend Mr. Robert -Dows I 
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Settlement: As alſo, an inge nuous Account of all the 
Hand I ever had therein, that, when there may be Ne- 
ceſſity, you may bave wherewith to anſcver bim thas 


A 


Vote of Heritors, Elders and Heads of Families; but 

he refuſing to accept of their Call, they were to ſeeæx 
55 for another. BY | _ OW 5 SEP 
And upon the. Day of the Elders 


* 


3 * 
es , 


+." 8 | 
know what to ſpeak in my Vindication, and in the 

_ > Vindication of others concerned therein, whom you 

J as Men u ho, N 
with a Witneſs, in that Affair, have acted againſt the 
Peoples Right to elect their Paſtors Tho formerly 
I was much inclined to oblige you in that Matter, 
yet foreſeeing it would be a Buſineſs of ſome Fatigue, 
and from ſome other Conſiderations, I was unwil 
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* ay you have often heard reflected upon 


reproacheth, © | 


The Pariſh of Portmoak became vacant, Auguſt 1131, | 
by the Tranſportation of the Reverend Ebenezer Er- 
.kine to Stirling. In a little Time after that, the Pariſh 
upon Mr. 
Patrick Glaſs then Probationer for the Miniſtry, be. 
ing urgent with Judicatories from Time to Time for- 
a free Moderation; but was till delayed till Matters 
taking a Turn to the better, the Commiſſion in May 
1734 did grant their Defire, leaving it to the Pres-. 
| t a free Moderation when 
they ſhould ſee Cauſe: And ſome little Space after 
_ thig, the Presbytery having granted them a free Mo- 


the unanimous | 


did center with the greateſt Harmony 


bytery of Kirkaldie to appoint afree 


deration, Mr. Glaſs was choſen b 


Seſſi 


tioner for the Miniſtry in the Presbytery of | 
. 5 / I T4 =” . . 497 
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| being conveened at Seotlandevell, Colonel Dosgla, 
and the Laird of Goſpetrie, came and deſired be 
on might apply to the Presbytery at their next 


Meeting for a Hearing of Mr. Robert Douglas Puba- 
Dice; 
with 


ing 
ing 


n ' OY R 
* 
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with which Deſire the whole Elders went in, unani-- 


elſe; only Alexander Banes, one of the Elders, propoſed 
they would alſo ask a Hearing of ſome others. - N And 5 
Application being made, September 12th 1734, bj 
ſome of the Heritors, with the Elders, for a Hearing 
of Mr. Douglas only, this was granted by the Pres- 


bytery, who appointed him to preach at Portmoak'three \ 


7 * Sabbaths, between and the next Presbyterx. 
But tho! I ſuppoſe in no Time ſince the Reforma- 
tion, but the Elders of a Pariſh might have taken this 
much upon them, as barely to ask the Hearing of a 
young Man, eſpecially being deſired by two of the 
8 principal reſiding Heritors ; Vet this of their apply- 
ing for a Hearing of Mr. Douglas, without calling the 
Congregation together to conſult with them, was a 
Thing at which ſundry took great Offence, terming 
4 the Elgers Patrons, and the like. Upon hearing Mr. 
Douglas theſe three Sabbaths, moſt _—— Elders and 
4 agreat. Part of the Pariſh were very well pleaſed with / 
him, being deſirous of a Moderation, and ready to 
have choſen him for their Miniſter: Yet in regard 
there were others in the Seſſion and Pariſh who de- 


65 ſired the Hearing of another before they ſhould ask 


a Moderation; Such of the Heritors, Elders and 
Heads of Families, as were for Mr. Douglas, went in 
to their Deſire, delaying to ask a Moderation till that 
other. Perſon; ſhould be heard, that ſo there might be 

a greater Harmony among them when a Moderation 

) ſhould come. Sq next Presbytery=day, which was 
October 17th 1734, Application was made for a Hear- 


Pre+bytery of Hunbeld, as alto for a further Hearing + | 
of Mr Douglas; which Deſire the Presbytery having 
conſidered, they granted it as to Mr. M hyte, appointing 


him to preach. at Portmoał Sabbath come eight and : 


| fourreen Days, and alſo Sabbath firſt if his Conveni- 
| ency would allow: And he having preached at two 
of the above Appointments, November 7th: there was 
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{| mouſly agreeing to ask a Hearing of him, and of none 1 70 


ing of Mr. Mhyie Probationer for the Miniſtry in te 
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5 a new Application made by the Pariſh to the Precbiy- 2 
tery, for a further Hearing of both Candidates. The 
Presbytery granted their Deſire, appointing Mr. hie & 


97 


and Mr. Douglas each to preach two Sabbaths between 


and the next Presbyery-day ; which being December 
lath 1734, Application was then made to the Presby- *| - 


tery by all Parties for a Moderation, which was accor- 
dingly granted, and appointed to be at the Kirk of Port- 


of to be made next Lord's Day, both 


. - moak upon the 25th Inftant, e e here | 


didates having 


preached before the Presbytery beforethis Appointment. | | - 


When it came to the Moderation, the above- men- 


tioned Candidates, viz. Mr. Douglas and Mr. Vhyte, 

were put upon the Leer; at which Time a twofold - | 
- Lift of the Heritors, Elders and Heads of Families 
of the Pariſh' was preſented to the Moderator, the 
one by thoſe that were for Mr. Dowglas, and the o- 
ther by thoſe that were for Mr. byte. Both Lifts | 
could not be taken in; ſo they who moderated took 


that Lift which was offered by the Heritors. and 
greater Part of the Elders, to which the other Party 
did ſubmit ; it having been declared, that if any Per- 
ſons having Right to vote had been omitted through 
Miſtake, they ſhould be added to that Roll, and called 


_ afterwards. © 


2 


The Affair of this Call was reported to the | Pres- 9 


bytery upon the Day after the Moderation, at Which“ 
Time the Presbytery approved of the Conduct of 
\ Juch as moderated, Ga þ 


as mode! without making any ftri&- 
Enquiry into the Right of Subſcribers, they ſuſtained” 
the Call to Mr. Douglas, in regard, ſay they, It is 


fubſeribed by all the conſiderable Heritors in that 


0 Pariſh who poſſeſs about three Parts of four of the 
_ «valued Rent, by a Majority of Elders, and above 
Sixty Heads of Families; and, which is very Mat- 


_ . .«:rerial in the preſent Caſe, it is concurred in by the 
, Patron.“ By Material the Presb it is 
on. y Material the Presbytery means, it is 


material in our preſent Situation for the comfortable 


Settlement, while Patrons pretend a Right to keep the 
T 


— 


”—_ 


18 


* 
of 
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1 vote at the Moderation, yet now it might be marked 
re- in the Presbytery- minutes, that he concurred with the + 
ing Call given to Mr. Douglas to be their Miniſter; and 
nt. alſd he produced a Letter from Joby Duncan another 
n. of the Elders of the ſaid Pariſh, declaring his Con- 
Fey currence with the ſaid Call. Both theſe Elders were 
id | for Mr. Douglas after their hearing of him, tho' be- 
ies cauſe. of Differences in the Pariſh they did not vote 
the for him at the Moderation. | _ n 
15 This Day the Moderator reported, That he had 
— got the Reaſons of Appeal in due Time; which be- 

a= ing read, the Presbytery appointed ſome of their Num- 
me ber to anſwer tne. „„ 
wy March zoth, This Day the Anſwers to the Reaſons 
way of Appeal were read in the Presbytery and approven. 
1 4 And Robert Olipbant one of the Elders produced Letter 
* from James Whyte and Andrew Greig two Heads of 0 TER. 
es. |. Families in that Pariſh, declaring their Concurrence,, | 
ich With the Call to Mr. Douglas. Sas < 
of Before the Synod came, Mr. Douglas had paſſed 
DAYS through, and was 2 in all his Trials; as alſo. 
ned his Edict was ſerved, returned, and nothing 9 
cis) | againſt him, When the Affair came before the Sy=-., _ 
e nod, after reading of Papers, and hearing viva voce., . 
the: | what was to be ſaid on either Side, the Synod with 
4 the greateſt Harmony, oct one or two, or at moſt 
ar. | three Elders, approved and ratified the Presbytery's 
the | Sentence in the Affair of Mr. Doug las his Settlement 
t is at Portmoat: upon which, ſuch of the Pariſh of Po- 
ble oak as were for Mr. Whyte, they appealed to the 
the next. General Aſſembly, And after this Sentence of 
nd | *he Synod, one of tho © who voted againſt Mt. 
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| ro the Presbytery, and defired, that tho he did not 
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par the firſt J/day of April net. 


2 
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George Pittillo one of the Elders of the Pariſh came 


, * 


N 


ipend from ſuch as are ſettled without their Conſent. 
pon this Sentence there was an Appeal made by the 
on 


- " February 6th 35, being the next Presbytery-day, x 
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Douglas his Settlement, diſcou w! 
Mr. George Gilleſpie, he declared unto him, that had 
he not laboured under # Miſtake in the Affair of Port- 


moak, he had voted otherwiſe than he did. Though 
f e the Presbytery 
of Kirkaldie in this Affair of Mr. Dowglas, yet 


the Synod confirmed the Sentence 


Pi 


defirous of a confortable Settlement, and to have 


Partics ſatisfied, they e ed a Committee of their 


int 
Number to go to the Pariſh of Portmoak to converſe 


with that People, ef] 
who were for Hir. Why 


to acquieſce in the Sy nod's Sentence. 


April 17th, When the Presbytery was communi 


upon what theSynod had done in theAfﬀeair of Portmoakt 


' ble Numberof the 


Javid Whyte, George Hoey, James 
Birrel, 2 ared and prod uced a Commiſſion to 


them and others therein mentioned, dated at Kinneſ- 


wood, April 16th 1 735 and ſubſcribed by a conſidera. 


« ſubmit to the Miniftry of Mr. Robert Doug las, for 


the Grounds and Reaſons we condeſcended upon to 

«the Committee of the Reverend Synod appointed to 

« converſe with us; yet ſince we ſee that the Settlement 

“ of Mr. Douglas is in all Apprarance unavoidable, 
a t 


« therefore, to ſhew our Regard to the Judicatoriesof 


1 thisChurch, who have had this Affair under their Con- 
(0 ſideration, and our Averſion to make a Rent in the 


Congregation, and ſeparate from our Brethren who 
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* have called Mr. Douglas, we are willing to fall from 
our Appeal, and take a further Trial of the Mi- 
* niſtry of the ſaid Mr. Douglas ; hereby proteſting, . 
in our own Name, and in the Name of all and 


every 


g with the Reverend ö 


cially with that Part of them 
te, to reaſon and deal with them 


Thomſon, Jobn 


llers of Mr. Whyte, impower- | 
ing any two of them to lay before the Presbytery a 
Paper, intituled, The Declaration of the Callers of Mr. 
yte, before the Reverend Preshytery of Kirkaldie, 
o meet the Seventeenth Day of April; which Commiſſion. 
was read, and alſo that Declaration, the Tenor where- 
of follows: Although we the Callers of Mr. Hugh 
« Whyte are far from having Freedom, as yet, to 
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* every one e adhering to us, That in Caſt his ine 


. Gifts ſhall continue to i W pet von 
e that his After 


ice ſhall make it evident that 


1 the r - we took at his Character were not 


| 2 to any of be Land 
„ whom we 
: E hereof, we declare that it ſhall be our Deſire an 


2 « our Souls, that we may never 
withdraw from the Miniſtry / 
| _ »©& la, but that he may prove. to us, and the whole 

ngregation, an able Minifter of the New Teſta- 


9 undleſs, _—_ it ſhall be free and warrantable 
us to a 


's faithful and ſent Servants, to 
may have Acceſs : But notwithſtanding 


« Prayer to the Lord, and the Joy and Rejoicing a 
of the ſaid Mr. Don- 
Co 


'« ment; and that he may be enabled by Grace ſo 
44 to Ar himſelf, as that the Hearts of thoſe who 


, 66; have 
in the Lord. Upon all which we take Inftruments, 
. and crave this RY may be _ ro 


2 « byte, George Birrel, — H. 
any two of them, to 22 this our Declaration to 5 | 
-< the Reverend Presbyt 
, 
266 DA. WII 


a they meant by a 


| Apo at the Presby 


itherto op „may be reconciled to him 


4 the Book of the Presbytery 


and. 


* 


John Birrel, Tbomſon, and David Whyte, © * 


Sic Subſcribituy, GEO. 
_ Len THOMSON, 


And they being deſired to explain, themſelves 2s to 
further Trial 7 the Miniſtry of 


O. Bl 5 


Mr. — the N underſtood ** / 
RY was. hor +: ple and gre Ordination. 
Aytoum TON King la ſſie, <= 


tery for Colonel Douglas, he 
proteſted, . That to by the ſoreſaid Declaration, 
the Callers of Mr. Mbyte have dropt their Appeal 
from the Synod to the next General Aſſembly, there - 
foke the Presbyt 
Ordination and Admiſſion of Mr. 


naiſter at Portmoał. To which the Pre yrery agreed, 
Kan. RET: their next 33 to bẽ at Portmoat, 


upon 


the Ordinances of the Goſpel 


e Occation to 


* 


4 


# » 


ors 


may immediately proeeed to tje 
/ LE to be Mi- 


upon the firſt of May next, in order to his Ordi- | -Þ 
nation; appointing one to preach there next Lord's Day, | thi 
and intimate this to that Congregation. | 
And accordingly, upon the firſt of ay 1735, the | 
Presbytery being met at Scotlandeell, to the Num- 
ber of Sixteen of 'theſe who were for Mr. White a 
-peared, and craved that it might be marked in the 
8 that they adhered to their Decla- f 
ration given in to the Presbytery the ſeventeenth Day 
of April laſt, when they dropped their Appeal; which 
was granted to them. And Mr. Douglas having paſs'd 
all his Trials, and the Edict being returned without 
any Objection made, as was noticed before, and the 
Presbytery having taken all the ordinary Steps in or- 
der to his Settlement as Miniſter of Portmoak conform 
to the Rules of this Church, he was ordained Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel at Portmoak-Kirk the ſaid firſt 
| Day of May 1735. And Heritors, 'Elders, and other 
Pariſhioners having taken him by the Hand, in token 
of their acknowledging and ſubmitting to him as their 
lawful Paſtor; Mr. Alexander Banes Advocate, as 
Proxy for Sir 7obn Bruce of Kinroſs, proteſted, That ſai 
the faid Mr. Robert Douglas was now Jawfully ordain- 
. ed Miniſter of the Goſpel at Port moak, and took In- 
ſtruments in the Clerk's Hande. REY 
Some of the Pariſh who oppoſed Mr. Douglas, as | ti 
they have repreſented that Settlement to honeſt 
People far and near as one of the baſeſt Intruſions 
that ever was in this Church, ſo they have repreſen- 
17 ted the Reverend Mr. George Gilleſpie Miniſter of the 
= - Goſpel at Stratbmiglo, the Reverend Mr. Thomas Mair 
F  — Miniſter of the Goſpel at Orwell, and me in a ſpe- 
$7 -' ,  Clal Manner, as the Perſons by whoſe Influence that 
; . Call was carried on; affirming, That, had it not been 
for us, Mr. Douglas had never been thruſt in upon 
_ . © them; repreſenting the Matter ſo as if I had 
in 1 9 n all that ever I 
rote for the Right of Chriſtian Congregations to 
eleQ their own Paſtors. ee, en w_ " 
1 5 . | Now, ? 


, 


Nov, before I proceed further in the Hiſtory of 
this Settlement, I chuſe to anſwer your ſecond;:De= 
mand, namely, to give you a full Account of all tlie 


Hand that ever I had in that Bufinefs ; becauſe hat 


I am to declare on this Head, it may give ſome Light 
in the Affair. | HOT eee GH 
When our Presbytery came to conſider what they 
| ſhould do as to the inviting and appointing the fax 


— 


young Men to preach: at Portmoak, whom the Commiſ- 
Fos in 1733 had appointed the Presbytery of Kirk al- 


die to ſend to that Pariſh, I gave my Conſent to their 
| being ſent thither, but only upon this expreſs Condi-„ 
tion T hat the Pariſh-ſhould not be reſtricted to theſe 

Six at the Moderation, but that they ſhould. have full 
Liberty to add to that Lift vhomſoever they pleaſed, 
notwithſtanding of the Commiſſion's Sentence to the 
contrary. And when I had declared my Mind to 
that Purpoſe, all that ſpoke afterwards upon that 
Head in the Presbytery, they declared, That it wass 
upon the ſame Terms only that they were for ſending - 
the young Men thither (only one in the Presbytery 


_ |. aid, he thought it Time enough to conſider that Af- 


fair when they came to appoint a Moderation.) And 
- then I took it to be the Mind of the Presbytery that 
the Pariſh of Portmoak ſhould have a free Modera- 


tion, in regard that theſe who. are of the greateſt 


Influence in the Presbytery, they then expreſly de- 


| _clared, that they were of the ſame Mind with what 


I had faid, declaring they were for a free Mode- 
ration, notwithſtanding of the Commiſſion's Sentence. 
When the Affair of ſuſtaining the Call came before 
the Presbyrery, becauſe I was at an Uncertainty 
which of the Calls had a Majority of ſuch Heads of 
Families as have Right to vote in the Elections, 
each Farty aſſerting the Majority was upon their Side ; 
and there being ſundry Complaints, Objections and 


P roteſtations to be weighed on both Sides; therefore, in 


ſuſtaining the Call to Mr. Douglas, I did not vote, nor | 
4 did I meddle directly or indirectly in that Settlement, 


* 


all. 


wilbthe Affair came before the Synod in April 1735, 


-becauſe of the Differences which from the Beginning 
A aw there would be among that People; and I can. 
"defy them to give any Inſtance of my ſtriking in 
»with one Party more than another before the Meeting 
of the Synod; for, as I employed Mr. Dowglas to 
«preach for me, ſo I employed Mr. Hite likewiſe 
then he came to ſee me: And they cannot ſay that 
ever I commended the one more than the other, nor 
gave I ever à Character of Mr. Douglas to any of 
| 4 the Saturday Afternoon before the Mode- 
ration, when three of the Elders. who from the Be- 
2 inning had been for Mr. Douglas came to pay me a 
Viſir; at which Time they deſired to know what I 
chuught of him, for they had never heard my Cha- 
"ra&er of him. I anſwered, That tho he had preach'd 
dcctwo Sermons in the Kirk of Kinglaſſe, yet I had on- 

y theard one of theſe, being obliged to go from Home 
that Afternoon in which he preached the other Ser- 


mon: And as fon the firſt, which I heard, I was 


well ſatisfied with it · Then ſpeaking of the Cond 
df Miniſters in Church · jud icator ies, and deſiring to 
kuow what I thought might be his Conduct in them, 
Iſaid, F Þ war not very much miftaken, in Church-ju- 
_ -dlicatories be <vould: be fu cubat they veckoned the right. |, 
And, when the Buſineſs came before the Synod, I 


. 
= 


<> had Freedom to ſpeak in the Affair, becauſe then I 
_ | "was convinced there was cvidently a Majority in the 


Pariſh for Mr. Douglas, even albeit that eritor who 
is not of our Communion, and albeit alſo the non- 
_vrefiding Heritors, and likewiſe the Lady  Kirkneſs 
mould all be laid aſide; knowing that, on the Day of 
the Moderation, there were ſündry that had ſub- 
ſcribed Mr. M bite s Call who had no Right to vote; 
uiid becauſe now there was an Addition of two El 
ders and two Heads of Families to Mr. Dong las his 
Call, who had not declared för him at the Modera- 
tion; beſides my being fully aſſured there (perm 
WET os es dry 


dry others in the Pariſh, as particularly David Spass - 7 
5 ore, Robert Barclay, and Jobn Wilſon in 3 
| S:otlandevell, anent whom I was informed by the El-. 
ders of that Place (on whoſe Word I knew I mige 
depend). than EY . were for Mr. Douglas, and had | *' 3 
always been for him, tho! they did not vote at the 
Moderation: dd 
And further, I was convinced Mr, Douglas. had mm 
the beſt Call, tho' the other Side had been ſuper» 
numerary, in regard of the unjuſtifiable Method 7 
which were taken Lys Oppoſites in carrying jon , 'A 
their Cauſe, what. by unſubſeribed Letters which _ } 
were ſent to the Pariſh, what by a Letter from ſome. | 
Societies, which ſhall be nameleſs, procured I doubt 'Y 
not through the Solicitations and Mifiaf ormation of — 
| ſome of the Favourers of Mr. White ; and what by eps | 
a Letter (through what Miſinformation I cannot tell) 
from a Perſon. which could. not but have a greater 
Influence upon that Pariſh than a Letter from any 
other 4 whomſoever, all tending to the ſinking 
RY of Mr, Douglas his Reputation. And, as 
it was talked, that laſt Letter charged him with | 
preaching of . groſs Error at 4fontroſe, preaching. Do = 
Qrine which ſapped the very Foundation of the Chriſtian 
| Religion; As this groundleſs Story was induftrioufly | 
I ſpread through the Pariſh, and could not but be be- 
- heved, in regard that ſuch a Perſon had informed 
them by his Letter, ſo it was evident it made a great 
Impreſſion on that People; which appeared not only 
in this, that ſome who had declared for Mr. Dowglas, 
and that, after hearing both Mr. bite and him, they 
ny 2 alter a ſew vant 15 . 2 Dee 
t alſo it appeared, partly in this, that on th 
of the 1 — who were urgent to . | 
Vote for Mr. ] bite, cried out to ſome of the Mi- 
niſters who were ſent to moderate, ſaying, O do not 
give us that erroneous Man Mr. Dozglas : And fur- 
ther, it appeared very "evidently from this, that in 


Su, * 


— 


; a { 


* 
* 


: A | Fo 


| A A ch \ 28 ref] X own, that the y h ad taken Ex- 
I on, fe tb Gharafter, while they knew not whe- 
ther they were groundleſs or not: So that, albeit 
there ſhould been a good Number of Votes more for 

þ Mr. Wi] Bite than ſor Mr. Douglas, it might been tho ught 
the laſt of theſe had the better Call. bn 4 ILSS 
And, even when this Affair came before the Synod, 
I never opened my Mouth to ſpeak in it, till after 
reading of all Papers, and long Reaſonings upon the 


different Calls, the Moderator called me up, asking It 


if I had any Thing to ſay upon the Affair; and then 

all I did was only to diſcover ſome groſs Falſh to 
the Synod; which were contained in their Reaſons of 
Appeal, Copies of which Reaſons had been ſpread 
- abroad to impoſe upon the World, and believed by 


fundry to be as true as Goſpel : And ſome ſaid ro 


myſelf, they would not believe the People on Mr. 


White's Side would put any Word in their Reaſons of | 


Appeal bur what was Truth. | 


Alſter telling the Synod, that till that Time I had 


not meddled in the Settlement of the Pariſh of Port- | 


monat, I faid, It appeared ſtrange to me that theſe 
who appeared for Mr: bite had taken the Freedom 
to aſſert ſundry Things which were contained in their 


Wh Reaſons of Appeal, that had been read before the 4 


Synod juſt now. _.. | 1 
As particularly, 1, I wondred how they could ſay, 


+ Becauſe their Roll of the Pariſh was not taken in and 


uſed at the Election, therefore ſeveral of theſe who 


were for Mr. }hite being laft in the Roll, and fa- 


tigued with long Attendance, they went home before 
their Names were called : For 7 was credibly infor - 
med, they could not name ſo much as one Perſon in 
all the Pariſh who was for Mr. bite that went off 
before they were called to vote, and actually voted 
and ſubſeribed, except La,, Millar, who claimed a 
Vote as the Head of a Family, though either he or 
his Son had no jt Title to it, he living with his 
Son, who actually voted for Mr. Hite, and both 


— 
— 


1 


* 
i 


could 


* 1 
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could not have a Vote as Heads of the ſame Family. 
. . I thought it ſtrange they ſhould aſſirm, That none . 105 

of thoſe that were for Mr. V bite were allowed to fign. - 

the Call to him, if any Objection was made againſt 


them; whereas the very firſt and third Perſons that 
ſign his Call, and ſundry others ſigning at the Mo.. | 
deration, were objected againſt, as is evident from the. 

3. I thought it ſtrange they ſhould affirm, That if 


all who voted for Mr. las ſhould be cut off from 
voting that have not twenty Pounds in Land- rent of 
Valuation a Year, there would be a ſcanty, and a 
very ſcanty Number of Heriters for him; affirming, 
That many of thoſe who voted for him as Heritors 


or Feuars, have not ſo much. For I was credibly in- 


. | formed, that, as about three Parts of four of the 
valued Rent of the Pariſh belongeth to the Heritors 
and Feuars who have voted for him, ſo at moſt there 


is but one or two of them but have that much, and 


moſt of them vaſtly more; and tho one or two of 


Two and twenty ſhould be abated, that will never al- 

ter the Account, ſo as to make them a ſcanty, and far 

lea very ſcanty Number. IEC Fe n 
4. I wondred how they brought in Robert Gray in 


I Kirkneſs affirming, That he lives in a Houſe with his 


Father, and yet voted as. the Head of a Family for 
Mr. Douglas; whereas it is well known he hath a 
Houſe of his own, and yet, being but a ſingle Man, 


he never ſought a Vote in the Affair, nor is his Name 

at the Call, nor was it ever in the Roll. 
2 | ed not ſo very modeſt for them. 

to take the Epithets of not only the moſt religious, but 
of the eminently religious to themſelves ; affirming not 


5. To me it ap 


only that there is a Majority, but that there is a va 
Majority of ſuch in their Pariſh for Mr. M byte. As for - 


me, I nothing doubt but there are really religious 

Perſons among thoſe wlio are for Mr. M hyte; but then 

their taking ſuch Epithets to themſelves is none of 
the cleareſt Evidences 2 7 this, each one being ** 


d * 
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ON ſelves. But who are the moſt” ye/igious and eminently 


be reckoned among not only the moſt judicious, but like- 
wiſe among the moſt religious; and there being more 
khan two to one of the Elders of that Pariſh for Mr. 

Douglas, it may be ſuppoſed there are as many of 
the really religious for as againſt him. 5 


* 


his Call. For James Young of Finnaty, tho he ſub- 
ſcribed as an Heritor, yet he is alſo an Elder; albeit 


on, having met with ſome Diſobligation about his Seat 
in the Kirk; yet he was never ſuſpended, nor in the 
leaſt rebuked for this: And there are other two El- 


verich, who was ordained an Elder by the Reverend 
Mr. Bleakie Miniſter of the Goſpel at Inſbftur, and 
Jobn Millar, who was ordained by the Reverend Mr. 


who having but lately come to the Pariſh before the 
Reverend Mr Erskine his Tranſportation, were not 
received into the Seſſion: Vet they having ſubſcribed 
for Mr. Doglas, it may have its own Weight, while 


three Joby M bytes and Alexander Banes. In all or 


Voices have been regarded by the Church of Scotland 


Election to them only: And tho' 1 am far from 
pleading for this, yet, as I publiſhed in Fus Populi 
. divinum, Page 135. Fthink it is not unfit they bave 
the Precedency going before others in voting; and People 
ſhould conſult with them anent a Perſon to be their Mini- 


J ES On. 


— 


s, Lowlimeſs of And to efteem others better than them: 


- veligious in the Congre ation, is not ſo eaſy for us to 
tell. Yet ſeeing in Congregations the Elders: uſe to 


I is certain there are Nine of the Elders in the 
Pariſh of Port moał, who have ſubſcribed Mr. Dovglas 


for ſometime bygone he hath not attended the Seſſi- 


ders, who are Farmers in that Pariſh, viz. Joby Be- 


George Gilleſpie, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Strathmig lo, : 


the Elders ſubſcribing Mr Mbyte 's Call are only the 


moſt Times ſince the Reformation, Hlders their 


of 


i: 


* 


in the Election of Paſtors. The Aſſembly 1649, 
which was the pureſt Time of e gave the 


Fer. Aud T humbly think, a Regard is due unto their 
bentiments. 0 25 CC. 
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rm the Cauſe why apy, whic 


was the Influence of a Gentleman' of his Name, who 


they affirm hath left no Stone unturned to Make Votes 
for him ; While ſay they, Theſe or Mr. Whyte have. 
10 Attachment to him, but on the Account of his ſuitable. 


and edifying Aung Cf. Now, this was a very 
heavy 


ever he practiſed upon any one Perſon in the Pariſh, 


for he abhoreth all ſuch Practices; and all the Elders 


and Heads of Families in the Pariſh voting for Mr. 
Doug las, they were ready to declare, That this Gen- 


tleman never ſo much as asked any of them to be for 
him. 80 I dare ſay, nothing can be more falſe, than 
that ever he praftiſed upon any one Perſon to vote 
for his Name-ſake, tho he has been at conſiderable. 
Pains to have Mr. Douglas his Character vindicated 
{ + fromthe falſe Aſperſions that haye been caft * him. 

ment to 

Mr. byte, but for his edifying Miniſterial Gifts; 


And whereas they ſay, fy have no Attac 


while they infinuate, that Mr. Douglas is deſtitute of 


' thoſe. To this I anſwer, That tho I do not deny 
that Mr. Vbyie is a deſerving young Man, and of e- 
4. Gifts, yet, not to make Compariſons, compe- 


tent Judges have declared that Mr. Douglas his Gifts 


ate nothing inferior to his; and I have heard ſome of 
the Elders declare, That when Mr. Douglas came 

+ firſt ta preach at Portmoak, their Breaſts were filled 
with a good deal of Prejudice againſt him; but at 


firſt Hearing, his preaching Gift was ſo edifying to 
them, that all that Prejudice was entirely removed, 


And as Elders in Congregations may be ſuppoſed to 
fairable 1 


have at leaſt as much n 


* 


CY 


f I noticed in theſe Reaſons 
of Appeal; and to me it was as far from Truth as 
any ke former, and it is this, namely, That they 
h 1s, as if they — ö 
faid, why ſo much as one hath been for Mr. Doyglas,. 


harge, a charging all, whether Elders or others 
who were for Mr. Douglas, as being Men void of 
Conſcience, ſeeing they voted purely to pleaſe a 
Gentleman: But that Gentleman not only refuſes that 


1 1 * 5 


WT, . 3 Iv — 
rial Gifts as any in the Pariſh, and as the Elderſhip in | js. 
the Pariſh of Portmoak was moſt freely choſen by' 4 
that Congregation, ſo undoubtedly they were choſen” | fon 
as being among the moſt judicious and religious in the for 
Pariſh. And to me its very conſiderable, that of as 
Thirteen Elders in that Pariſh, Nine of them have | M. 
declared for Mr. Douglas, beſides the two come lately. | Ia 
And whereas they likewiſo inſinuate, That Colonel 


_ Dong las is attached to Mr. Dowglas, from no other Re 
=_ Conſideration than that of his being of his Name. the 
VWithout giving Offence, may it not be ſuppoſed, on | M 
as good Ground, that the three Jobs tes El- Ye 
. ders, and Alexander Banes the fourth Elder, who is | th: 
related to the bytes, and David Whyte, and the | Fa 
two Thomas Hhytes Feuars, and George Whyte the one 
Head of a Family, who all ſubſcribed for Mr. byte, | the 
and ſundry others related to that Name who voted | tha 
for him, that they were moved from ſome ſuch clan- | t 
niſh Conſideration ? 1 e NE og! 
At that Time I alſo noticed ſome other Falſhoods 
min their Reaſons of Appeal. And it was unacountable 
in them to affirm in theſe Reaſons, That four or five, 
Perſons were objected againſt at the Moderation, as | ſhe 
if they had not been allowed to vote and ſubſcribe *, | lan 
becauſe they had lived upon the Pariſh-charity, parti- 
cularizing C. A. whereas his Name is at Mr. His 
Call, and not ſo much as one Perſon in all the Pariſh was 
-excluded 1 0 any ſach Conſideration, but the very 
poor in that Pariſh was allowed his Vote, and ſub- 
feribed as well as the richeſt Hetitor, Feuar or Elder. 
rl ſceing 1n theſe Reaſons they had the ftrangeConfi- 
dence once and again toaffirm, That it was only through 


tze Influence of Colonel Donglas that any in thatPariſh 

lad appeared for Mr. Dauglas, I then told the Synod 

what I took to be the true Reaſons why ſo many had 

appeared againft him, but I ſhall. not trouble the 
EKReader with thoſe. And whereas they affirmed 

in their Reafons of Appeal, That many of thoſe who 

had fubſcribed for Mr. Danglas, they were brought 

| | : i e 1 8 L 7, :'* go 


n to be bim by ftrong Ti. © 
4 vaſt er For bim. I told the Synod, That if 


OO —y 


J am able to make this 


but alſo for 


Perſon in it; So I am far from charging 


Appeal is more than I can tell. 


&* je - _ 
(+: BP 
= \ 


wo Afſertions, This be wl havg- = 


ſome for Mr. Douglas had affirmed ſo much, I knew - 
for certain, that thoſe on Mr. bytes Side, they had 
as confidently affirmed, that there would be a vaſt 
Majority on their Side; and if Proof was needful, 


After ſpeaking to 1 above Purpoſe h unto the 


| Reverend Synod, neither their Advocate, nor any of 
their 


the People on Mr. bytes Side ever open'd | 
Mouth to contradict any Word that I had ſpoken. 

Vet being informed, ſome had ſaid behind Backs, 
that ſomething I had advanced was not Matter of 
Fa&; therefore, next Day, when the Synod met, 
once and again I deſired the Synod might ask ik 
there was any Perſon in or for the Pariſh of Portmoak, 
that would contradi& any Thing that I had ſpoken 
the Night before, and I ſhould be glad to hear them. 
And * by the Synod this was deſired once and 
again, albeit they were preſent, yet never any 


among them nor for them offered to contradict the 


leaſt Word that I had ſaid. And if telling plain Fact 
ſhould offend People, it is to be regreted, as it isto be 
lamented, many at this Day are ſo ready to take Of- 
fence where none is given them. There is a Wo tobe 
World becauſe of Offences, and that not only for givi 

ing Offence where it is not gen | 
T have no Pique, Quarrel nor Prejudice at any one in 


that Pariſh, but from the Bottom of 8 1 
wiſh the Happineſs temporal and eternal of every 


all that ap- 
peared for Mr. Whyte as being guilty of ſuch abo- : 


minable Falſhoods, far from it; for I know ſundry 


of them are Men of Candour and Ingenuity, Men who 
I hope would rather part with their Blood than tell a 
deliberate Lie: Yea, and I hope ſo, even of ſome 
of thoſe whoſe Conduct is 1 in this Narrative; 
but how ſuch Things have been _ into their Reaſons 

I, However, it is ” 
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be lamented, that any pretending, .Zeal for Truth 


Mould take the Liberty to ſpeak and act ſo far con- 
trary to the Truth; for this tends to reproach the good 
Ways: of the Lord: And by the ahoye- mentioned, and 
like Falſhoods, which have been induſtriouſſy ſpread, 
many honeſt People have been impoſed upon. 7e 
mn not talk wicked!y for God, nor ſpeak deceitfully for 
bim. I ſhall not blame the Gentleman who is ſup- 


poſed to have. drawn up theſe Reaſons; for i perſwade )! 


myſelf, his Integrity is ſuch,” that he had never aſ- 


ſerted what was ſo contrary to Truth, had he not been 
: impoſed upon by; ſome on Mr. Vbyte's Side. Now, 
the telling thoſe plain Matters of Fact, was all the 


Ground that ever the Pariſh of Portmoak, or any elſe, 
had: to be offended at me for what I did in the 
Affair of Mr. Douglas his Settlement. And if the 
Reaſons of my ſpeaking upon this Head before the 
Synod be asked, then I ſay, It was not from ſelfiſh, 
fecular Conſiderations, but my Reaſons were plainly 


4 r he hener Call” 
Things conſidered; and this may be further evidenced 


afterwards. eee . e > ln 
2 Becauſe in their Reaſons of Appeal they had aſ- 


ſerted a Number of Falſhoods, which was a groſs im · 


poſing upon the World; and I thought it my Duty 
1d contribute my Mite to ſet the Affair in a Jos 
Light, teſtifying againſt ſuch an unfair Way of 


Dealing as they had taken in their Reaſons of Ap- 


3 It had Weight with me, that I had received 
ſuch a fair Character of Mr. Douglas from ſundry 
Perſons of intire Credit, and on whoſe Teſtimony 


I thought I might very well depend. As, when Mr. 


Douglas came rſt to Fife, I had a Letter from the 
Reverend Mr. Walter Hart Miniſter of the Goſpel 


at Preſtoun and Bunkle, in which Pariſh, and in the 


Neighbourhood, Mr. Doug las had ordinarly reſided 


{ 


from 


Asen ese wm 


* 


1s im 


Duty 
a due 
ay of | 
f Ap: 


ceived 
undry 
1mony 
n Mr. 
m i the 
Goſpel 
in the 
reſided 
from 


Loetter to me, I had likewiſe ſeen a Letter to Colo- 


„ Upon any 


& and judicious; nor did I ever hear ouglit but that 15 
' 2 * he was of ſound Principles, ec. 
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23 } 


ben "his Birth - which Letter: teſtified, that Mr. 


ſon of a becoming Chriſtian Converſation. I Hd 


)* alſo a Letter in his Favours, much to the ſame Pur- 


poſe, from the very Reverend Mr. Alexander, Col- 


doun Miniſter i of the | Goſpel at Oxnam, who ſome 


Years ago was Miniſter in that-Pariſh, of Preſtoun and 
Bunkle. I had like wiſe a Letter from the Reverend 
Mr. Hugh Kennedy Miniſter of the Goſpel at Cavers, 
of the Date September zoth 1734, in which he com- : 
menged him, as for his good J emper, ſo alſo for his pious 
Diſpoſetion ; telling he had preached with him ſeyeral . 


Times very much to bis Satisfaction; giving him the Te- 3 i 
ſtimon being à Goſpel- Preacher, and of his being f 


one who was Far from inſiſting upon uſeleſs Specu- 
c lations, abſtract Notions, and a Kind of unrege- 
& nerate Morality, to the Neglect of the AIG. 
« ciency, Suitableneſs and abſolute Neceſſity of the 
tc Perſon, | Natures, Offices, Righteouſneſs, Spirit 
4 and Grace of precious Chriſt, & . I had Iike- 
wife ſeen a Letter from him, viz. from Mr. Hagh 
Kennedy, to the Reverend Mr. Thomas Mair Miniſter 
of the Goſpel at Orwell, of the ſame Nature with his 


nel Douglas, from the Reverend Mr. Gabriel, Wilſon 
Minifter of the Goſpel at Maxtoun, of the Date Sep- > 2 
tember 28th 1734, in which he expreſſed himſelf thus; b- 

nowledge that I have of Mr. Douglas, 3 
I take him to be a Perſon of good Senſe, and wat 
„ ao call Mother-wit, and I have no Doubt of his 
4 Clergy : Becauſe of the Diftance betwixt us, I ne- 
% ver had the Opportunity of hearing him preach; 
4% but I have heard his preaching commended, as ſolid 


\ 


ä 
I had alſo ſeen a Letter from the Reverend Mr! 
Wy Filliam Carls Miniſter of the Goſpel at Prefounyanr, | 
nk - of the Date October x 1734, in which he writes thus; 
e Mr. Dosglas reſides at a great Diſtance from me, 
== « hut I am very well acquainted with the Miniſter of 
« thePariſh where he hath ordinarily reſided from his 
« Infancy, who has frequently given me an excee- 
« *ditig good Character of him, and told me that 
« he was a young Man of great Learning and ſerious 
« Piety, and had always a Converſation ſuitable to 
& his Profeſſion. I have had Occaſion to be fre- 
et quently in Company and Converfation with him, 
& and have ſometimes heard him preach: I take him 
« to bea young Man of good Parts, Learning, and | 
«of a very agreeable Temper : And I think; he is 
« a folid and edifying Preacher. I never heard him | {j 
& hut with t Satisfaction, S. 14 | #4 
And, beſides theſe Letters, in the Month of March | is 
1735 1 had Occafion to meet with the Reverend Mr. H 


Se a Oy ep 


= 


= = > © my 


Higb Kennedy at Edinburgh, and diſcourſing of Mr: | fi 
Douglas, he told me he had been his Ten Years | th 
Acquaintance, and never ſaw the leaſt Misbehaviour | 1a 
in him; and that ſince the Time he heard of fome | ſu 

of the Pariſh of Portmoak their Objections againſt him, of 

he had made it his Buſineſs to enquire at Miniſters |- th 

and private Chriſtians in that Corner where Mr. a 

Dong las had reſided from his I „and ſtill he ye 

heard the better Account of him. Tis true, as for- an 

merly hinted, I heard of a Letter written to thePariſh, 14 

na ccuſing him of preaching erroneous Doctrine at f 
Montroſe, to the great Offence of the honeſt People 1h 

there, and particularly to the great Offence of Mr. W: 

Coupar Miniſter in that Place. But then I had like- Ci 

wiſe ſeen a Letter from Mr. Conpar to Colonel Don- 

glas, in which he contradicted that Story, declaring I tal 

? 5 he was ſo far from being offended at hearing Mr. Dow- D, 
2.414, that he was not his Hearer that Day, being in- me 

| Aiſpoſed and unable to go forth: Declaring 1 > 
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0 


* * r 118 


that, according to the beſt of his Information, his Do: 
&rine was very ſound and agreeable. e. 
4. The becoming Behaviour of «the honourable 
Colonel Douglas of Kirkneſs, in the whole of the Set= 
tlement of the Pariſh of Poytmoak, had Weight with 
me in this Matter; for he always declared it was his 
Principle to be for Liberty and Freedom of Choice, 
| ſo as to be againſt the 2 of any Miniſter mw 
2 Congregation : And as. an Evidence of this, when 
neither he nor any of his Family made Mr. Glaſs 
their Choice, yet he went in with the Pariſh, and could 
never be induced to be for any other, till once the 
Pariſh had dropt him upon his declining to accepft 
of their Call. And at this laſt Election, he was ſtill 
for giving the Heads of Families a Vote, even when 
he was aſſured that ſundry of them had altered their 
Minds, through the flanderous Reports that had been 
ſpread of Mr. Douglas, as if he had been for Preſen- 
tations, and had preached heretical Doctrine: And it 
is more than probable, if it had not been for him, the 
Heads of Families had not been privileged with any 
ſuch Vote at this Time. And I know for certain, 
that being againſt 'Patronages, and being at London 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, he uſed his Influence with 
ſundry Members to caſe the Church of Scotland 
of that Burden, Now, tho' I am far from thinking 
that, for the Pleaſure of Gentlemen or Noblemen, ' 
a Miniſter. is ro be thruſt in upon a Chriſtian People; 
yet as it-is affirmed in us Populi Vindicatum Page; 24. 
and alſo in the Full Vindication of the Peoples Right, Page 
145, People ought to bave Regard for. the Sentiments . 
ine at F their Superiors ; and, ceteris paribus, the Candidate 
eople bey are fer is to be preferred. So that, when People can 
f Mr. | With a good Conſcience, they ought to make ſuch theiv 
| hike- Choice, © | 5 | 5 N 
Do- why" unjuſtifiable Methods which I know had been 
taken, by ſpreading Calumnies, &c. to hinder Mr. 


Den- | Douglas his Settlement, theſe had ſome Weight with _ _ 4 
ng in- e. Where People are kr of the like to that, 3 
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mach as write for their Right, they allow that Ba vice, 
| or for that Time, they loſe their Right. Biſhop Bil. 
ſon having obje d againſt poptelar El-Bions, that they 
are ready to occaſion Tumults and Diſorders: Calder- 
wood, in Anſwer, ſays, In ſuch a-Caſe the. People may 
| for that Time be deprived of their Liberty: And in that 
. Caſe, he ſays, The Election may be devolved upon the 
larger Eoecleſi aſtical Meeting. And Principal Rule, in 
LT. the Peoples Right, he ſays, © In caſe of 
« the Peoples being diſorderly, the Church ought 
WO 404 to regulate Elections, and take away the, Exerciſe. 
_- - 6 of that Power from the Unruly, as they take away. 
„the Sacraments (tho' the ＋ Privilege) from 
them that walk poweryag of them. And I hum- 
= bly think, the ſpreading of groſs Calumnies upon a 
_ 1,0 Preacher of the Goſpel, to carry on their Deſigns, is 


229 Wm 5c ro, jd rw mm a we 


as much Ground for this, as the Peoples being diſ- wy 
orderly at an Election; yet this I do not plead for in. | ri 
the preſent Caſe : But, when there was ſuch a near E- ca 
quality, this Conſideration wanted not Weight with f 


1 me to appear for Mr. Douglas, as it might have, 
F i 8 28 184 it had, with ſome others: And, as 2 
BE. - Afaid in Synod by a Reverend Brother (a Miniſter who 
bad as good Opportunity to know theſe Methods, 
and a Miniſter who J dare ſay wiſhed as well to the 
| \ Pariſh of Portmoak as any in Scotland) confidering the 

Methods taken to fink Mr. Douglas his Reputation, þ T7} 
BS and to hinder that Settlement, It was a Wonder ſo many | Ay 
is 1 i 9 * of that Pariſb did ſtill adbere to bim. 5 . A. 

And, 6. I thought ſuch Methods had been taken 

by Mr. M hite s Party to fink and ruine Mr. Douglas his | 34 
Character, as, in my Opinion, might be a Stop or | 7, 

_ - Hindgrance to his getting a Call, and being ſettled in AI- 
any other Congregation; and, unleſs he was ſettled 
at Portmoak, he ſeemed to be rendred uſeleſs. And, 

as that Pariſh had been vacant for the Space of three 
Fears and a Half, ſo, unleſs Mr Doaglas ſhould. be 


-. | Fettled there, it was very probable it might be, with- 
odbdut a Paſtor far a large Space longer, conſicering. 
4 Tp ; 2 ö . | a 5 | | 4 «> 
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Bile their preſent Situation. And though what was ſpo- 
hey | key by Mr. Gilleſpie, Mr. Mair and me, in Synod, 
der- might had Weight to confirm Members in their for- 
may mer Opinion anent that Settlement; yet, if I be not 
that far miſtaken, the Members of Synod, upotm the bare 
the Reading of the Presbytery- minutes, with the Rea- 
„in ſons of Appeal, and Anſwer to theſe, they were con- 
> of vinced it was Duty to declare for Mr. Douglas his 
ght Settlement at Portmoat; and he had ſurely been ſettled 
ciſe there by the / Synod, tho" we had never opened our 
way- {| Mouths upon the Subje&. „ 
rom But, paſſing this, I return to the Hiſtory of that 
um- Settlement. As there were two competing Calls, I 
n a come now to give you a particular Liſt of the Names 
8, is of all who were for Mr. Douglas, and alſo of all who 
diſ- vere for Mr bie, at the Moderation: Every He- 
i ritor, Feuar, Elder, and Head of a Family being 


Colonel William Douglas 
of Kirkneſs, 
The Lady N 
many Air. Shaw of Goſpetrie 
Mr. Haxtoun of Kinneſ- 


aken' | roun, | awrence Donaldſon, _ 
2 his Ar. Oſwald of Dunnikeir, Thomas Donaldſon. | 
(a or 5 Sand ? # Ins Ns Doug! e 
2d in Air. Crawfurd of Powmill, Of Elders .T Is 
ttled Robert Low . A ion _ On 3 
And, David Low of Vein, William Beat, 

ames Young of Finnaty, Andrew Wylie, 

corge Tod of Finnatty, * William Pottie, 

Villiam Skinner of Kin- Alexander Wilſon, 

neſwood. n Robert Qliphant. 

| it's - 


| called, after calling the Rolls, and marking the 
Votes, there were ſubſcribing for Mr. Douglas, 


of Hevitors, O Feuars for Mr. ouglas, 
IR John Bruce of Kin- David Ingliſh,'  * 
roſs, 


James Paterſunn, 


Jars Arne 7 
obert Wilfon, 


Andrew Dae, «+ 
John Des, 
ames Reddy, 


. 
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5 of. Heads Cz Families Fs Rake w hie, 
2 


14 uglas. ames Marſhal, 
ht Millar, Tohn Adamſon, 
ſames Gibb, | - David Wilſon, 
ames . Alexander Lillie, | 
rchibald Knox, George Anderſon, 
James Smart, Robert Anderſon, . 
Andrew Wilſon, John Gay, 1 
| * Gordon, Hugh M'Phearſon, | 
obert Wylie, ; ames Marſhal, 1 
Alexander Hay, ames Paton, — 11 
1 Stedman, 2 Watſon, ; 
obert Alexander, e Donaldſon, f 
William Donaldſev, Matthew Donaldſon, \ 
0 Barclay, John Gray 1 
obert Wilſon, James Wylie, 0 
Jobo Beveridge, ohn Roxburgh, \ 
Andrew Beath, Lawrence Morice, l 
David Pottic, John Kinnell, | 
Robert Dick, ® Alexander Reid, F 
ohn Williamſon, David Adamſon, 
John Beath, Michael Waſtwater, 
Andrew Wilſon, | Thomas Haxtoun, .; - þj 
David Robertſon, John Gardner, 8 A 
| John Mitchel, OS Michie, 5 
Alexander Shaw, © Robert Morice, E 
; er Litſter, Kobert White, = 
g Patrick Robertſon, George Aitken, A 
4 Robert Scarlet, Jon. Wylie, H 
” Thomas Malcolm, illiam een. N K 
WM George Bane, David Kinghorn, | 
q | Lawrence Bonar, | George Hoey. | Ne 
| 88 Ar. White 10 Hours; but of Feuars for 1 3 
Arid Ireland, Havid Amor, | Ge 
_— _ ames Neilſon, William Arnot, Ja 
= ames Thomſon, ' Andrew Arnot,  . 0 
. Jharles Coupar, _ George Birrel, Ar 


is 4 | Andrew 


Andrew Buchan, Robert Thomſon. 
David Bouſie, George Shoglbrid, _ ©! 
Thomas Brydie for David James Anderen, 
Richard: Shool brid 4 Roberr Jack ſon, pen -* 5 1 : 
George Hoey, William Gardner, 
David White, 2 Brown, b, 
Thomas White, ichard Douglas, 


Alexander Banes. 


John White fer 


Michael Bruce, 
Thomas White, 
David Condie, 5 
John Millar, 
Thomas Brydie, 


Janet 
Burt, „ 
William Arnot, 


John Arnot. 


Eider for Mr. White, 

John White, 
ohn White, bt 

John White, 


Heads of Families. for My. 


Andrew Robertſon, 


White, 
Alexander Weſtwood, _ 
Henry Arnot, 


2 Neilſon, 
rge White, 


John Birrel, _ 


Mungo Taylor, 
William Brown, 
Andrew Roſs, 
George Rodger, 
James Jackſon, ' 
John Norvel, 


* 
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Charles Williamſon, : 


William M Gregor, 
William Arnot, IN 


Charles Arnot, 


David Birrel, * 
Alexander Pearſon, 
1 Birrel, 

enry Arnot, 
Adam Wanlaws,  _ 
Robert Caflels, - 
Henry Dryſdale, _- ' 
John Millar, 
Alexander Brown, 
David Galloway, 


James Horn, 
ames Reidy, 


illiam Skinner, £1 
23 e 
obert COupar, 
ohn Lawrie, 5 
ohn Birrel, 
Robert Bogie, 
John Barclay, N 
Alexander Gilmor, 
ohn Litch, | 5 
illiam Cochran, 
William Douglas, | 
Alexander Anderſon, 


Alexander Millar, 
William Millar, 
F William Millar, 


William 


- 


William Cameron, Patrick Morton, 


| | ( 


Robert Low, ohn Henderſon, 
Robert Skinner, James Stedman, | 
| ay „ 2 Bill, 
William Bun, George 1 | 
Matthew Moncrieff, William Millar. I, 


Now, at the Moderation, according to the he F 


Account, there were 90 for Mr. Douglas, and 91 for 
Mr. hire; but then there was one ſubſcribing Ma 
White's Call as a Feuar, to wit, Thomas White, who 
was told by the Moderator and his Aſſeſſors, That 


be could Have no Vote, being but a Minor, and ha- 
ving no Curators, having no Houſe nor Family, but 


ſtaying in the Houſe as a Servant with his Father in- 
law. This young Man put his Name to Mr. I bite's 


Call, ſubſcribing ſurreptitiouſly, and in a clandeſtine 


Manner; and it was very ſurpriſing to them that 


moderated, when next Day they heard of his Name 


its being at Mr. Vbites Call: So, he being laid aſide, 


the Cally were of an exact Equality as to Numbers 


when they came before the Presbyteryj. 


At the Moderation the whole Heritors, Feuars, 


Elders and Heads of Families in the Pariſh, did 


ſons following, to wit, \ 


2 


SEecorge pittillo, | Robert Barclay, 
John Duncan, John Martin, 
ames White, e en. nc Greig, 
% ee 3 Robert Brodie, £5 
avid Spence, - David Millar 
John Wiicon; ele, en White, L 
_ Andrew More, David Spence younger. 


It is true; the Callers of Mr. White aſſerted, That 


- 
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they had a Lift of above a Score of Female Heads of 
Families beſides thoſe; but they never offered 2 


their Names to them that moderated, nor to the 
Presbytery, nor to the Synod; nor in their Reaſons © 
of Appeal haye they ever mentioned any of thein, / 
Names,: And I am aſſured by the Elders of that Pa- 
riſh, that, at the Time of the Moderation, there were 
no Female Heads of Families in their Pariſh having 
32rd any Servants or Servant under them, nor |having/any . 
Children abiding with them that were come to the 


zove | Years-of Diſcretion at the Time, if it was not Janet 
for | Burt, who had her Grand. child Janet Wiſſen with 
Mm | her: So; if they were Heads of Families, they were 
who | Heads without a Body, and therefore could not be 
*%hat || ſuſtained; in voting at the Election; and tho there had 
ha- been ſuch Female Heads of Families, yet the E- | 
but lection of Paſtors, in my humble Opinion, is peculi- | 
-in- | arly the Man's Privilege. See Ju 4 po divinum, 5 
ite 8 Pages 126, 127, 128, 129. And in this I am far from 55 
tine || being ſingular: This was the Sentiment of the famous ts 
chat | Voetius, Pol. Ecel. Part 2. p. 608. the Sentiment of the . _ 
ime || ſolid Mr. Park, in his Treatiſe againſt Pat. p. 22. the Fe 
ide, || Sentiment of the learned Dr. Owen, Nat, & Govern. 37 
Jers the Sentiment of all the Presbyterians as well as of * 
1. the Independents in Exgland, when, in 1690, theß "FM 
i both agreed to give the Election only to the Brother- 42 
ars, || bod; and alſo the Sentiment of the Weſtminſter A 4-8 
did .. | ſembly, as is evident from their Anſwers to the diſſen- 9 
er- ting Brethren, p. 16. 1 e 3 
Nou, when we come to conſider the Callers, there 
are tuo to be laid aſide from Mr. White's Call, to 
wit, James Neilſon Maſon in Scotlaudevell, who is no 
Head of a Family, but ſtays in the Houſe with his | 
Son, Who voted as the Head of a Family for Mr. 
- If 7 bite ;-apd' both could not have Votes as Heads of 
the ſame Family: And Job» White, as voting for | 
Janet Burt, who was objected againſt at the Mode- | 
ration. So, theſe two being laid aſide, Mr. Dowglas 8 
Ibis Call had a Majority of two. But then, in Mr. | 
hat. Dovglas his Side, there is the Laird of Powmill, who | 
s of - If was objected againſt at the Moderation, as not being 8 
ini 6 "In 5 „ 
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her Saſine of Inſeſtment was not produced: And when 
"theſe are both laid aſide, there is an exact Equality 
of Numbers for each of the Calls. 


Aſter the Moderation, as was noticed above, Geonge 
Pittillo and Fobn Duncan two of the Elders, and 
mes White and Andrew Greig two Heads of Fami- 
lies, they declared to the Presbytery that they were for 


Mr. Douglas: So this made a 9 of 4 for him. 
And further, there were other four 


a 5 ' 1 9 * ©, 2 5 Oy ry . 7 ; 5 2 
of our Communion ; and the 140, Dumiikeir, becauſe 


* 


eads of Fami- 


lies for him in Scorlandwell, to wit, David Spence, 


Jobn Wilſon, Andrew More and Robert Barclay. The 


rſt of theſe, to wit, David Spence, who is now de- 


cCeaſt, was att aged Man ; and it is well known he 
went to the Kir 


being fatigued, was obliged to come home before his 
Name was called; and, as for the other three, viz, 
Fobn Wilſon, Andrew More and Robert Barclay, as 
was hinted already, they from the Beginning had al- 
ways declared for Mr. Doug las: 21 
cheerfully ſubmitted to his Miniſtry, fo they allowed 
the Elders of their Bounds to ſignify ſo much as that 
they were always for Mr. Douglas. Now they made 
a Majority of Eight for him 
But then, as to the other Side, I ſhall allow that 
obn Martin have a Vote, tho' he did not ſpeak at the 
oderation when his Name was called, ſo as even 
their own MNotar-publick, who marked down the 
Names of ſuch as voted for Mr. bite, did hear him: 
I ſhall likewiſe allow a Vote for George Greig, who, 
being out at calling his Name, did not vote: I ſhall 
alſo allow a Vote for Robert Brodie, who alſo did 
not anſwer when his Name was called; yet ſeeing all 
theſe three were for Mr. bite, I ſhall allow their 
Votes to be good and valid; and when this is gran- 
ted, till there is a Majority of Five for Mr. Douglas. 
Theſe laſt - mentioned eleven Perſons were all of the 
Number of the Fourteen who did not vote E 
wh | . the 


as they have 


| on the Day of the Moderation with' 
a full Reſolution to have voted for Mr. Douglas, but, 
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third Pelton, cho” HE removed From the 
Pbrtmoał at t the 


who have been laid alide. already, 


| conſtant. 


of Families; but, when he alſo 


TIES hier Weep 
wilies #ho did: — thy at The Elkeai on, to it, Ha. 
Hd lar, Robert White, and 0 1 Hence younger, 


they were all for M 4 and the firſt two hay! 
OL Ay Thea? Me Pugs Miniftry; and as for 0 


e Term bf bi er after t 

nation, er ſtill he is Mr. Do ouglas his dail, * 
and theſe get 5ade Eight in the Pariſh of a Majort- 
ry for Him: And, of all that voted fat his Call, not 


ly Hearer > 


| ohe 6f them was exce pted againft at the Moderation, 
no 


at Presbyrery, nor 12 


mentioned Laird of mill and the Lad) Dunni ei 


and — Patric 


Robertſon, a Head of A Family Y, v o himſelf works t 
4 N in the Pariſh of Le ie; which, whether he 
ſhould be laid ade. i is a Queſtion, in regard he is 
Hearer of Mr. Dong glas, 


home in his Houſt ſometime in the Week, and is 
as at his Viſit: itatio 


is laid afide, M 
ere is a Majority . of Seven for Mr. Dowglas + Ard 

this, when all who. can be allowed to vote for 

White are ſuſtained, anch after the Caſe of every ler- 


Synod, but only the ebe 


ame was given up to Mr. Don 


ſon thar's particularized in their Reaſons of Appeal | | = 
hath been confidered; except the Caſe of one 


ofe 
Anderſen, a ſingle Man, who, as I am informed, 19 i 
a Sort of Cha jan travelling abroad, and never too 
a hn go till, the Week before the Moderation, 
a Bed in the Houſe with his Grandmothery 
a 5 gle e Widow Woman; and that, at this Junctue, 
his Bed was put up to ſerve a Turn, may be well ſup- 
poſed, in regard that, after it was put up, I am cre- 
dibiy informed he, or the Perſon that put up his Bed, 
ſmote upon it, faying, Now there is as good a Vote for 


6. White as. any in the Pariſh : And, if be was to 
allow'd a Vore, then there is Andrew Graham i in Scot- 


landwell to counterbalance him. 
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narrow Enquiry. into the Validity of the Objections 


raiſed at the Moderation, then another of theſe that 
ſubſcribed Mr. #bite's Call his Vote had bee n rejected 
for that Time, ſeeing he had practiſed upon his 
Neighbour to vote for Mr. White ; and when he 
| con not prevail with him, he aſſerted in Anger what 


was far from Truth, when he affirmed, It was the | 


Efes of the Colonel's Brandy which made his Neigh- + 
bour to be for Mr. Douglas; whereas the Man had 
never taſted Ale nor Brandy with the Colonel, nor 
any Liquor in anywiſe belonging to him or any of 
his: So this had made eight Votes _— for 


Mr. Douglas, for the above Practiſing could 


| proven; and the Perſon practiſed upon, when a 


aled to, he affirmed in Face of the Meeting, att 

oderation, that it was ſo. But then it may be ob. 
jected, That, of theſe ſeven ſupernumerary Votes 
for him, three of them are non-refiding Heritors, to 
wit, Sir John Bruce, who is ſaid to be the principal 
Heritor, and is now owned to be the Patron, whoſe 
Reſidence is within two or three Miles of the 
Pariſh of Portmoak, and the Laird of Dunnikeir, and 
the Laird of Kinneftown. Now, ſome queſtion, whe- 
ther thoſe non-reſiding Herigors ſhould be laid aſide 
in this Caſe, not ſo much in regard they have always 


deen in uſe to vote at Elections ſince the happy Re- 


volution; but ſeeing no Objection was ever made 
againſt them by any in the Pariſh of Portmoak at the 
. Moderation, and ſeeing it is known Mr. White's 
Party did uſe their Endeavours to have non-reſidi 
Heritors on their Side of the Queſtion, by travelli 
the Length of Culroſs, &c. yet when they are all lai 
aſide, and alſo when the Lady Kirkneſs is laid aſide, 
againft whom no Exception was ever made cither, yet 
fill 'there were three ſupernumerary Votes for Mr. 
Douglas : But rho' there had been more than thrice 
three upon the oppoſite Side, his Call might been 
reckoned the beft Call, confidering, as was noticed 
above, what Mcthods had — to fink Mr. 2 0 


man, who is nearly related to | 
and practiſed with ſome in the Pariſh of Portmoak, 
that they might be for Mr. Douglas; and it is ſaid, 
ſome of them would had their Advocate to advance 
this in open Synod, But, for Anſwer, Having con- 


had it not been for theSolicitations of 
he had given his Vote 3 him, and not for Mr. a | 
F i | A 
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5 his Reputation, for carrying on their Deſign againſt 


Perhaps it will be objected, that a certain Gentle» 
onel Douglas, came 


verſed with that Gentleman upon the Head, he de- 
clared that all he did was only this, That, being in that 
Pariſh, he ſpoke with two Perſons upon the Head of 
their Settlement, to wit, David Bickertoun, with whom 
he had particular Buſineſs at that Time, and David 
Hrgliſþ The firſt of theſe ſubſcribed by Proxy for Mr. 
Mbyte; and all his Dealing with him, was only by 
endeavouring to remove ſome Prejudices which he 


found he had taken at Mr. Douglas his Character; but 


he never made any the leaſt Promiſe to encourage him 


to be for Mr. las, nor did he uſe the leaſt 


' threatning Expreſſion in Caſe he ſhould not go in with 


his Call. And as for David Ingliſb, when ſpeaking 
with him anent their Settlement, he found him in 


carneft for Mr. Douglas; ſo he had no Occaſion fo much 


as to defire him to be for him, and far leſs to practiſe 
upon him ; and he is known to be a Gentleman of more 
onour than to be guilty of any ſuch Practice. 


But, was it needful that further Evidences rung - 
uſed. 


y ſome on the oppoſite Side, then I am credibly in- 
formed, that one, when argued with upon that Head, 


iven of unjuſtifiable Solicitations their bein 


as an Apology for his Conduct, he ſaid, in a public 
Audience, That he thought himſelf obliged to do 


what he could to keep bis Neighbours out of a Snare. 


Another ſaid to his Neighbour, If you will not vote 


for Mr. Whyte, I will neither buy nor ſell with you at 


leaſt for one Year to come; and a third, who ſhall alſo be 


name leſs at this Time, declared to Mr. Douglas, That 


and his Wife, 


i 
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i it is a furthe Preſum cion ' dry their 2 
0 N Tune) al Pain Ane and 
0 


Eliſabetb Whyte, James Reidy, Robert Broagi amps 
EY, 


f | Pariſh of Portmoak. 


' 2K. ®., . 8 g # 
F. Omitted to notice how in them they confidently. 


pere objected againſt, and refuſed 


laſt in the Roll; and as they 8 the Names of {9b 
| as they ſay were not allowed to f 


6369 


1 


o voted for Mr. byte, and would not hear Mr, 
Douglas while he dwelt in Pittendrigh, 2 now when 
ic 15 retnoved, om ot the Pariſh of Portmoak, and 
bm under any fuch Inffacnce, he is Mr ls. 
r e 
Our Contentions for the maſt Part, at the Election, 
of Paſtors, they flow from Heritors or Fegars their 
voting as ſuch; for ſome Scores of Heads of Families 
may be called, and their Votes marked many Times 
before a Proteſt and Counter-proteft is marked anent 
he civilRight of but one Heritor orFeuar. And at this 
Election, as Mr. Whyte's Party was very urgent that 
their Feuars, as ſuch, ſhould have Votes; ſo this oc- 
caſioned many Protefts at the Moderation, as againſt 
Helen Arnot, Faves MWilſon, Janet Burt, Chriſtian Lamb, 


* 1 


s 
Thomſon and others, anent their civil, Rights, x in 
this Narrative I have not meddled with; for here the 


Call to Mr. Dowglas is put 975 the Footing of a popw- 
of | 


lar Call by all the Heads of Families reſiding in the 


* In my Obſerves upon their Reaſons of Appeil, I 
gh 


4 
- 


firmed, That three or four Perſons, who claime 
Vote as Heads 'of Families at t e Moderatigs, 3 ey 
J againft, the Liberty of 
fi ing the Call to Mr. byte, 8 0 they had no athey 
amily but themſelves ; but, if they had no other Per- 


-* 


ſon in the Houſe with them but theniſelves, they were 
not Heads of Families, elſe Heads without a Body, or 


Heads of ſome irrational Creatures. But do they name 
any of theſe Perſons? No, but to amuſe the Worl 


they muſt be kept in a fair general (as they kept 


heir ſeveral Perſons that went home at the Moderation 
before their Names were called, becauſe they were 


abſcribe Mr. Fbyte's 


* 
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Mr. Douglas F 
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Call, if they were objected againſt at the Moderation; 
tort, and as Hon fn che four or five Perſons, who. they LY 
Mr. Way were not allowed their Vote, becauſe it was gb- 
ied againſt them, That they lived upon the Pariſh- - 
nd Charity; and as they kept their / upwards of Twenty 
plas Female Heads of Families) But I am credibly infor- 


wed that 8 Dick in Finnatty, he was the only | © 
tions Perſon in ſuch Circumſtances, having a Houſe by hin: 
heir Helf; and, had he been brought 1h then, there was Robert ; hy g 
ilies Gray in Kirknefs to counter-balance him. I hear | 
mes they talk of one Jobs Pearſon a Maſon, he ar tha 
nent Time was Servant to Alexander Gilmor Farmer in F 


this | Bennethill, who uſed to go to his Mother's Houſe, and 
that ¶ take his Bed there at Night; but this young Man is a 1 
oc- || fingle unmarried Perſon, and hath no Family, nor is 
inft his Abode in the Pariſh ordinarily, but for the Space 14 
mb, | of a N of a Year in the dead of Winter, wor: 

ing abroad the reſt of the Vear: And, was he to be 


mes ki 1 
225 — 4 in for a Vote, then I think Patrick Raber -. 
the ſon, who hath been laid aſide from Mr. Douglas Call 
opu- may counter - balance him; or though he ſhould been 4 
the || admitted, ſtill there had been a Majority of two Head 


, . of our Communion, and the Lady Dunnikier are laid 
afs aſide; and after all the non- reſiding Heritors, nd 
A the honourable Dame Jean Balfour Lady Kirkneſs, | -* 
hey ff tho' they were never objected againſt by any in te 
of Pariſh, are all laid aſide - and likewiſe after Patrick 
they | Robertſon is laid aſide from Mr. Donglas's Call, andi 
er- after Joby Martine, George Greig and Robert Brodie, _ i = 
ere who did not anſwer to their Names to vote or ſub. ||» 
or {| ſcribe at the Moderation; and likewiſe, after the. | 
me [Perſon who affirmed his Neighbour's being for Mr. 7: = 
1 Douglas; was only the Effect of the Colonel's Brand 
ept and after John» Pearſon Servant to Alexander Gilmor 5 
is allowed his Vote for Mr. byte, tho' he cannot he 
rumbred among the Heads of Families; and aſter 5 
ſuſtaining Millar, whom their Notar-publiekæ/x 
1 ſubſcribing for him, deſigus Servant to * 1 


of Families for him; and that after the Heritor not _ 


= _ => = - 
— > 
1 — 


A Skinner, is allowed his Vote as much as his Maſter, 
= tho oppoſite to him; and after the pooreſt Head of a 
6 1 Family, tho' living upon the Pariſh-Charity, is al- 


after the Bedal is allowed his Vote as much as any 
Elder; and alſo when ſome others have been ſu- 
ſtained, who might been juſtly excepted againſt : 


. at his Settlement, and before J appear d for it. 
1 Perhaps it will be thought, that, when there was 
| ſach a near Equality of Votes in the Pariſh, both 
Candidates ſhould have been laid afide. For Anſwer, 
Tho' I have heard it ſaid that this was all that many 
or moſt on Mr. Whyte's Side had in View, yet I never 
EN heard -any of them, nor any in the Pariſh, nor any in 
bk. | the Presbytery or Synod, ever drop aWord anent this, 
zor make the Propoſal for laying both afide ; and tho 


not been very inconyenient in their preſent Situation, 


5 SS | | ND 
SY | Bat "to conclude, let the World judge, whether 
there hath been any juſt Ground for People to look 


| | - Mr, Douglas his Settlement at Portmoak, as Men who 


have renounced or acted againſt their Principle of 


3 ; - the Peoples Right to elect their own Paſtors, or to 
look upon Mr. Douglas as an Intrudet, or to ſcruple 
cio join in Communion with him, or with ſuch as have 
_— vored- for his Settlement, or with ſuch as have em- 
_—_ 7/095 or 'may employ him to preach, or for any 
Elder to refuſe a Teſtificate to ſuch as have gone to 
Er, | the Pariſh of Portmoak, becauſe they have been infor- 
med of their going to hear him ſince they went thither. 
And (which you are deſired carefully to advert unto) 
giving, but not granting, the Presbytery at firſt, 


* 


N , glas 


— 


lowed his Vote as much as the richeſt Heritor; and 


And after all their unjuſtifiable Means to carry on 
their Deſigns, yet ſtill I ſay, as before, there was a Ma- 
jority of two for Mr. Douglas in the Pariſh of Portmoak 


it had been propoſed, tis a Queſtion whether it had 


for ſundry Reaſons, wherewith I ſhall not trouble 


upon ſuch Miniſters and Elders, as have appear'd for 


the Synod, and all who have appeared for Mr. Don- 


Peop 


ls, had been hard a faſt in the Wrong; yet the 


Settlement of Portmoak can never be objected againſt 
as an Intruſion, ſeeing the Oppoſites to this Call did 
formally fall from their. Appea M giving their Conſent 
to his being ſettled Miniſter at  Portmoak, upon the 
Conditions formerly mentioned; for by that Deed of 
theirs it muſt be conſtructed by all the World, that 
My. Douglas bad the Conſent of all Parties to his Setile- 
ment at Portmoak; and to cry out againft this Settle- 
ment as a violent Intruſion, is either an Argument of 
the greateft Weakneſs, or of ſomething worſe. And 


let the World judge, whether it was true or brother- 


ly for any one, from Place to Place, to affirm, That, 

tho' ſich and ſuch Minifters and Elders had appeared 
for the above Call, yet they knew for certain, that 
the Call to Mr. Vbite was ſupernumerary by at leaſt 


35 Votes. | 
After writing this Narrative, I read it over to theſe 


Elders of the Pariſh of Portmoak whoſe Names/are 


hereto ſubjoined ; who, after hearing thereof, decla- 
red they were willing to ſubſcribe, and actually ſub- 
ſcribed, as follow: 

. The above Narrative of the late Settlerent of 
& the Pariſh of Portmoak having been real over 
c in our Hearing; we underſubſcribing Eldes of the 
% faid Pariſh do hereby declare, That, tqthe beſt 
of our Knowledge, it is a juſt, true and f Repre- 


« ſentation thereof. . 
ALEX WILSON Ider, 
ROB. OLIPHANMElder, 


Bunglaſſgie, April 1. ANDREW W VIE Elder, 


1736. WILL. POTTIHEIder, a 
GEORGE PITTTLO Elder, 
ADAM LOW EfFr. 585 


When formerly I had Thoughes Jpubliſhing an 
Account of the above Settlement, for informing 
People who were impreſſed with itgelng a violent 


In- e 
/ 3 
X . , 

® 


2 n +5 BB a. — 
Wa i; INCL eng 
r 
% . 
* 
1 6; * 
* = 


rr 
— 2 12 x . - y PO «#6 : \ 
—— A ere x 4 any 8 . * e ry a 
bo o : 4 Ne 4 — * 1 


\ 1 
* J 
— 1 
5 8 


Fuain to think of conviticing the Generality of ſuch as m 
had takem Offence : For the” I'ſhould never ſu cleats 
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J demonſtrate the Goodneſs of Mr. Dung las his Call; 
Fet bur a few Words or Sentences from ſuch as have 
Apps bis Settlement, without further Enauir 7 
! Would be enough to make them charge all that ſhould 5 
be ſaid with Falſhood., But hoping, whatever other | © 
may think or talk, yet you will impartially weigh what | t 
"nh Bec eng and, kee 260 2 difpole er 
2 the above Narrative, publiſhing it or not, as you think 


72 
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: , | 4 | | 
J0. CURRIE, 
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/ the State of the laſt Settlement of th 

oF Y Pariſk of Leſlie, in regard you are inn 

formed my being n at that Ord» 
nation — alſo been Much talked of by ſome, as if- "| 

lit had been a 1 of my Principle of the 

> [Peoples Right to chuſe che Paſtors: 17 — fay the 
Spreaders of that Calumny, The Candidate h m .. 


rr 


tled upon tbe Footing of a bare Preſentation, and over the _ 
Belly of that Congregation. "= 

| Now, in Anſwer to'yours' upon this Head; . ** my 3 
- Hown Vindication, and the Vindication of the Presbyhu 7 
tery of Kirkaldy in this particular Affair, I do afirm,, 2 
That the Father of Lies he could not utter a greater 


Falſhood than to ſay, That the Candidate was ſettled 
A bare Preſentation ;_ yea, or but to ſay, That the 
Preſentation hag ever the leaſt Weight with the Pres- 5 5 
bytery in that Settlement, or, if I be not miſinfor- N 
med, that ever the Preſentation was deſigned to in- 3 
gaence that Election in the leaſt. And, to give  - - 
true State of that Affair in as few Words as poſſibl es: 
The Pariſh of Leſte, after hearing the Candidate, be: 
| bak conſulted by the Elders, they did unanimouſly 1 
(if it was ee be TE Families at moſt} - ' ©: 
agree, that they ſhould petition, as actually they pe 1 


| titioned, the Presb tery for a Moderation to the Can- JOE: Ig 


f 


didate who was ſett ed and for a Moderation to him onʒ- 

ly; and this before there was the leaſt Word ofs 
tation to be offered to him. When this Petty  * _— 

"Hy do which a P ariſh 3 1 was age. 1 | : 8 2 
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9 
- ſentationywith a Letter of Acceptance, preſented to ©/ 

the Presbytery ; But, had the Presbytery any Regard * 
ther leſs nor more Regard to i; Yea, 


| Regard unto that Preſentation as to give it a bare 


be no other End in it but this, ſecing, before the 


| approving of the Candidate's Acceptance, even tho] n 
it was after he knew the Pariſh h reed to petis| 


tion that the Presbytery granted the Moderation; ſt 


 mony againſt Preſencatjqns, they vated for him ue, 


the Pres ytery by ſome of the Elders, in Preſence 
of a gqod Nu of that People, it was indeed ſur. 
privingito kad, when that ſame Day there was a Pre- 


to thar Preſentation ? No; the Presbytery had nei- 

15 far from 
this, that tho* they had all Regard to the noble Per- 
ſon concerned, yet they had never ſhown ſo much 


Reading, more than they bad. formerly given to a 
Preſentation which was given by another Patron, had 
not a Member again and again vehemently urged the 
Reading of the Candidate's Letter' of Acceptance ; 
and ſeeing he would have that Letter read, the Pres- e 
bytery told him, they could nat read the one, unleſs fact 


| they read the other alſo : And that bare Reading off ©? 


om Preſentation was all the Regard ever was had un. in! 
The Preſentation was given only for preſerving 
what they call the Patron s Right; and there could 


giving thereof, the Pariſh had declared fo harmoni- 
ouſly for the Candidate : And tho' I was very far from 


tion for a Moderation to him in partictilar ; yet, ſce- 

ing this was the Caſe of his qualified Acceptance, I 
thought he was the leſs cenſurable. Now, as it was 
upon the Ground of the Pariſh of Leſlie their Peti 


when'the Moderation came, if the Pariſh had pleaſy - 
ed, they had full Liberty to have retracted, and defy 

fired another to be pur upon the Leet with him, bu 
not one in the Pariſh ever moved for this; and, 
the Moderation, as all the Heritors, ſo likewiſe all 
the Elders, being in Number fifteen, except two 
one of which was abſent, after giving their Teſt 
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in which they donegn Liberty to vote, as they judged. 
it was their Ri * leg 
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monious Call: For, in my Opin 


Call, 
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7 85 o elect their Paſtors, 
ad ant Mr. Jobs Living- 
i 8 Va Aa ſome among us 
t Freedom to tear his Commithon, and 
his Depofitign, by fefulſh 
id.nor Bluſh..10 
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